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Vetuflum 


Servitium, Semperque novum. CLaup, 


’Tis flavery ftill, though varying oft its form. 








Mr. Country Spectator, 


AFrer the long interval, which has 
elapfed fince my laft letter, many of your Readers 
will, probably, have forgotten the narrative of Mu- 
tabilis. 1 have already appeared before them in the 
feveral characters of an Undergraduate at the Uni- 
verfity, a Curate in a Country village, a Lecturer 
in London, anda Travelling Tutor. At the time of 
my return to England from my tour, I was in my 
thirtieth year ; yet my loco-motive propenfities fill 
acted with all their force: my conftant amufement 
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was to pore over a map, which gave me the idea of 
a change of place, and no mufic was fo delightful] 
to my ear as the rattling of a Poft-Chaife. 


Havine waited fome time, to no purpofe, in the 
hope of employment, I accepted the appointment of 
an Affiftant at a large Free-{chool in Kent. This 
was my firft attempt at the bufinefs of education ; 
and what can be more pleafant in the theory ? But 
experience will convince all, who need conviction, 
that “ to rear the tender thought*and teach the 
“ young idea, how to fhoot,’’ is not, at leaft in a 
Free-fchool, a very “ delightful tafk.” I foon 
found that my Ufherfhip entitled me to little or no 
refpect, either among the fcholars or the inhabitants 
of the town: and the efforts, which I made to raife 
my importance, ferved only to fubject me to ridi- 
cule and contempt: for how was it poffible for an 
Ufber to be a gentleman? But the want of refpect I 
could eafily have endured: the want of eafe and of 
every comfort was a far weightier evil. The hours 
of confinement were ne Jefs than ten in the day: 
and almoft the whole burthen of teaching fell upon 
myfelf. The Mafter, being a Clergyman without 
preferment, ingenioufly contrived to make a bene- 
fice of his fchoo!. It was his cuftom to hear the 
boys their firft Jeflon on the Monday morning, and 
thus to conclude his labours for the week. Out of 
the endowment, which was two hundred and fifty 
pounds annually, he regularly paid me the odd fiity 
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pounds, for being (what he called with great accu- 
racy of language) his d/i/ant. 


Tue Mafterfhip was in the gift of one of the 
Companies in London: and it had generally been 
their practice to appoint the Uther to fill the vacan- 
cy. This was a piece of intelligence, which my 
employer took efpecial care to have me acquainted 
with. He repeatedly reminded me, “ that he was 
“ finking apace into the vale of years, and that ] 
“© was a healthy young man, who might reafonably 
* expect to furvive him: that the character he had 
“ civen of me to theTruftecs, would infallibly enfure 
“ my election: and that he thought my profpect, if 
“ T perfevered in my undertaking, highly flatcering 
« and defirable.”” All tis rhetoric went only to 
prove, that he was very well fatisfied with his Uther ; 
but as the jatisfaction was not reciprocal, at the ex- 
piration of two years fromy my Original engagement 
with him, I retired from his fervice. 


Scarcecy had I been fettled in another fituation, 
when my late employer actually died: and to my 
great mortification I heard of my fucceffor’s promo. 
tion to the vacant place after a fervice of avery few 
months. Repentance for having refigned my poft, 
however vain, was imbittered with the reflection, 
that I had changed my condition not at all for the 
better, and I have fometimes thought for the worfe. 
I was once more ina Curacy; but a very different 
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one from that, in which I had embarked at my de- 
parture from College. It was the Curacy of a mar- 
ket-town in York/bire, containing five or fix thou- 
fand inhabitants. How I came to accept it, | now 
{carcely recollect: my acceptance of it, however, 
forms an epoch in my hiftory, as it opened to me a 
fcene of life altogether new. 


Ar my entering on my office I found, that I was 
little indebted to my predeceflors for any advantages, 
which] was to enjoy. It had frequently been the po- 
licy of the Rector to take into his Church fuch 
men, as would be moft likely to fubmit to drudgery 
without repining or reluctance; men of unafpiring 
hopes and confined profpects, and who felt not the 
generous pride infeparable from liberal education. 
The Curacy, therefore, was confidered, as it well 
might be, a very mean employment ; not, indeed, 
fo low, as to be incapable of exaltation and to en. 
tail certain difcredit on all, who fhould undertake 
it, but in fome meafure dependant on the conduct 
ofthe Curate, After this ftatement, it may fubject 
me to the charge of vanity, to inform you th&t I 
gradually rofe into the efteem of the inhabitants, 
and, at length, was treated with a degree of refpect 
{carcely inferior to that, which was the portion of the 
Rector himfelf: yet the obligations of truth and 
gratitude are too binding to be violated on any con- 
fideration whatever. The Parifhioners, for the mok 
part, were people in bufinefs; | do not mean petty 
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tradefmen, but extenfive merchants, or men who 
{peculated largely in their feveral concerns. Their 
hofpitality was fuch, as I have not experienced 
elfewhere, either before or fince. Their entertain. 
ments were frequent, and their manners friendly. 
Their refinement was in that middle ftate, which is 
equally removed from the grofs familiarity of my 
Worcefterfoire friends, and from the fimfy inter- 
courfe of fafhionable life. This was the general 
character of the people, from whom I received re- 
peated proofs of real friendfhip, and inftances of ar- 
tachment, which will ever hold a place in my re- 
membrance. 


Sucw were the agreeable circumftances in 
my condition: and had all other parts of it 
correfponded with thefe, I fhould, probably, have 
remained in it to the prefent day, or, at leaft, I 
fhould not have quitted it with difguft. ‘The 
drudgery of the Parifh duty, aimoft all of which 
fell to the lot of the Curate, was fo great as to be to 
any man given to reading and ftudy, nearly in- 
tolerable. There were Prayers once every day 
throughout the year, and very frequently twice: 
and the occafional duty, which in fo iarge a parifh 
muft always be oppreffive, had received an ad_ 
ditional weight from the pufillanimity or thoughtlefs 
compliance of my predeceffors. In this place it 
had become the bufinefs of the Curate to run all 
ever the town at the call of any idle goffip for the 
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purpofe of giving children private baptifm. For 
this clafs of vifits no hour was deemed unfeafonable 
and no weather unpleafant: at noon or midnight, 
in the funthine or during a ftorm the demand was 
made indifcriminately, and was urged in the pe- 
remptory language of compulfion, tho” the urgency 
of the cafe was never certified and not always pleaded. 
Againit a practice fo directly contrary to the order 
ot the Church, fo different from the cuftom ge. 
nerally eftablifhed, fo utterly deftructive of the com. 
fort of the Mimifter, and altogether fo needlefs in the 
neighbourhood of a Church, at firft ] made a fpirit- 
ed remonftrance : but being at length weary of repeat- 
ing old arguments and expofing the fame abfurdi- 
tics, I gave up the conteft, and determined to bear 
every burthen, which might be impofed on me, in 
the hope that the term of my hardfhips would be 
thort: /pe jinis dura ferentem. I wifthed, indeed, to 
merit the thanks of my fucceflor by making his em- 
ployment lefs laborious than I had found it: but 
rights once eftabiifhed are not eafily laid afide, and 
bigotry will always quote precedents in the fupport 
of error. 


Tuis Cure I had very early determined to 
relign, as foon as I could do it without appearing to 
be fickle :* I retained it, therefore, fifteen months ; 
nor were the {miles of the Corporation, who were 
the patrons of the living, a fufficiently powerful in- 
ducement with me to alter my refolution. Ac- 
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cordingly I took a houfe in the neighbourhood with 
the view of being employed in private tuition. 
After waiting a year, in which time two young gen- 
tlemen only were offered to me for inftruction, I 
thought the profpect of fuccefs very unpromifing, 
and refolved no longer to be the {port of eaprice or 
vulgar criticifm, but to acc ept the firft eafy Curacy, 
which might prefent itfelf. This happened to be 
fituated in the fens of Lincolnfhire, from which place 
my Narrative is written. Scarcely had I come hi- 
ther, when feveral letters arrived from gentlemen, 
who were defirous of placing their fons under my 
care: but my fcheme of life was altered, and their 
propofals arrived too late. In my prefent fituation 
there is little to raife my admiration or delight. 
I have an eye capable of deriving pleafure from the 
beauties of Nature ; but here, wherever 1 Jook, I fee 
nothing during half the year but an extended plain 
of waters: I am not averfe to focial intercourfe ; 
but here | am doomed to uninterrupted folitude. 
Wearied, however, with difappointment and the 
refileffnefs of change, | have given up the par/ust of 
Happinefs, and will conient ny felf with intercepting 
her as fhe may come into my way. In this place t 
have now refided forty months, and am in my 
thirty-eighth year. Thus am | firuggling with the 
difficulties of life, when I ought to be enjoying its 


comforts. 
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change! In almoft every fituation, into which 
Fortune has thrown me, I might by patience and 
perfeverance have acquired a competency : but like 
the eager nufbandman, i have never waited, till the 
fruits of my iabour have attained maturity, but have 
pronounced the foil barren, which has not becn im- 
mediately productive. 
Tam, Sir, &c. 

Lincolnfpire. Mutabilis. 

April. 1793- S 


To a Correfpondent. 


Ir Timotuy Stray will wait a while, his letter fhall make 
its appearance in fome shape or other: its prefent fhape, like tha, 
which he condemns, 1s not wholly unexceptionable. 

















